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his age and posterity as well So to make a critical study of a
book or of an authoi, we should first take into consideration
the historical background and assess the general characteristics
ot the rehgio-hterary trends of his period, and finally that book
should be studied and interpreted against it's own context, and his
contribution to the general literary trends of that particular period
are to be estimated.

HISTOR3CAL BACKGROUND:- "For about a period of three
hundred years from the middle of the Seventh Centrury A.I)
the history ot South Tndia was virtually the story of internecine
conflict amongst three political poweis, each seeking constantly to
extend its empire at the expense of its neighbours'^ There was no
peace and tranquillity in the country and consequently there was
not much literary activity. Towards the close of the Twelfth Cen-
tury A.D. those major powers had become thoroughly exhausted
and were on their decline and the Kakahyas gradually came into
prominence. And it can be said that after the renowned Satava"
hanas, the Kakahyas was the dynasty that successfully brought in,
the whole of Andhrade-sa under one sceptre for the fust time.
"They did not leave behind them a trail of blood and fire of
conquests. Instead they left a long legacy of smiling villages,
beautiful temples, and much more, beautiful tanks, with life giv-
ing water to drink and to irrigate the fields'^1 The Kakatiyas were
mostly 5'aivites King Ganapati Ueva was the most enlightened
emperor of that dynasty During his regime his royal preceptor
Vi5Ve^waiade5ika established saivite Golagzmutts at some places.
Art, literature and commerce flourished. Veclic and 5'astraic learn-
ing was much encouraged. Ganapatideva brought in stability
and peace to Andhrade^'a. Under such hisotncal circumstances
Agastyapandita took to his writing and felt the need to educate his
own countrymen about the real essence and purpose of human life.
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